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up the institution and strategize with those 
populations to then develop initiatives 
that will last forever,” he said.
It was unknown to the Spartan Daily at 
the time of publication who would fill the 
program director position at the African 
American/Black Student Success Center.
Williams will assume his new role 
Oct. 26.
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Top: Jahmal Williams talks about how racism has historically been a public health crisis 
at a June 23 news conference outside the Santa Clara County Government Center.
Bottom: Williams’ new position as director of racial justice was created in response to 
the national racial justice movements happening across the country this summer.
Jahmal Williams said when the position 
for director of advocacy for racial justice 
at San Jose State was first announced, he 
knew his passion to serve the campus 
community would compel him to apply. 
Williams, who has assumed several 
roles at SJSU since 2014, including being 
program director of the African American/
Black Student Success Center, said the 
momentum of the Black Lives Matter 
movement during the summer motivated 
him to apply.
“I felt that I had to at least apply to 
say, ‘Why not I take on this role and this 
task of moving our campus forward and 
making it better,’ as opposed to just trying 
to informally advise the person who does 
get the role,” he said over Zoom. 
Williams has a master’s degree 
in clinical social work from Michigan 
State University and a bachelor’s degree 
in women’s studies from the 
University of Michigan. 
Lisa Millora, vice president for strategy 
and chief of staff at SJSU, announced 
that Williams was named director of 
advocacy for racial justice on Sept. 28 in a 
campuswide email.
The position is one of two new 
roles created at SJSU this year to work 
toward racial equity. The director will 
collaborate with the Office of Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion, Academic Affairs, 
Student Affairs and community partners 
to coordinate and lead programs and 
initiatives that will promote racial 
justice for SJSU faculty members, staff 
and students. 
Williams said the national 
racial justice movement this summer 
sparked conversations for SJSU to develop 
the position.
“There are concerns and issues that 
have been brought to the forefront that we 
have to address and the communities that 
feel unheard need to be heard,” Williams 
said. “That’s what my job will be.”
Students and faculty members who 
previously worked with Williams said 
his passion for racial equity within the 
university shows through his work.
Akil Green, an African-American 
studies junior, said in a phone interview 
that he met Williams during his freshman 
year through the African American/Black 
Student Success Center. Green said he’s 
happy and feels at ease with the university’s 
decision to hire Williams as director.
“[Williams’] track record shows through 
the impact he has on students that he has 
really dedicated himself and put in extra 
effort for the student body over the years,” 
Green said. “So I think it’s a very fitting 
position for him.” 
Armani Donahue, who worked with 
Williams for over a year as the program 
coordinator for the African American/
Black Student Success Center said his 
transition into the new position will 
allow him to have a greater impact on the 
student body.
“He saw the opportunity to implement 
the ideas he’s been wanting to put in for 
so long, so I respect it,” Donahue said 
over Zoom. 
Before working at the African American/
Black Student Success Center, Williams was 
an assistant director at Peer Connections, 
which provides free tutoring, mentoring 
and general coaching for SJSU students.
He also worked in Student Affairs at 
North Carolina Central University and in 
the Center for Multicultural Equity and 
Access at Georgetown University.
Donahue said she hopes Williams is able 
to create programs and initiatives for Black 
students and mitigate other racial equity 
issues on campus.
Williams said he has long- and short-
term goals to instill lasting initiatives to 
improve graduation and retention rates 
in underserved student and faculty 
member communities.
“The immediate short term goal is to 
really hear from the constituents that make 
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Read Christian Trujano’s full profile of 
Jahmal Williams, then-program director 
of the African American/Black Student 
Success Center, in the Dec. 3, 2019, issue of 
the Spartan Daily.
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Parking lot gallery bonds community
By Laura Fields 
STAFF WRITER
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Delilah Bender works on her stop animation of a skin walker, a preacher from Native American folklore.
ISALIA GALLO | SPARTAN DAILY
Saccid Tovar stands at her vintage shop El Jardin Vintage at a pop-up market in East San Jose on Saturday.
Downtown San Jose’s monthly 
art gathering, South First Fridays, 
continued its long-held tradition 
of displaying eccentric local art 
to residents, transforming a once 
desolate parking lot into a makeshift  
gallery amid unhealthy air 
quality conditions. 
As indoor spaces are closed and 
large gatherings are prohibited 
because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, “Th e Outsider,” an 
outdoor art market, was created 
as a part of a collaboration with 
Downtown San Jose’s new 
“al-fresco” outdoor dining and 
market expansion following social 
distancing mandates. 
South First Fridays was typically 
held on a blocked off  section of First 
Street in Downtown San Jose and 
was a monthly event with more than 
20 art booths before the pandemic. 
Th e public art walk hosted galleries, 
restaurants, cafes and a rock 
climbing gym that all participated 
in the event prior to COVID-19, 
said Cherri Lakey, co-organizer for 
the event.
Lakey said they had to use some 
“tricky language” in describing the 
event online and on social media.
In order to avoid calling the 
event a gathering, Lakey used the 
terms “al fresco program,” which 
allowed artists to gather outside 
using the neighboring restaurant’s 
more relaxed restrictions. 
Th e event was relocated to an 
empty lot between Kaleid and 
Anno Domini galleries.
Because large gatherings are still 
under tight scrutiny, some artists 
have lost their space and audience 
for their work.
“Artists were pretty well driven 
underground by this [pandemic],” 
Lakey said. “We wanted to bring 
them topside.”
Th e art walk took place in Anno 
Domini’s parking lot with staggered 
pop-up booths that displayed a 
dizzying display of sculptures, 
paintings and handicraft s. 
At the immediate right of the 
entrance, a DJ played spooky 
vibraphone, percussion-driven 
techno and 1980s remixes to set 
the mood while couples, groups 
of friends and individuals walked 
through the lot. 
Artists of varying art styles 
participated in the outdoor artwalk 
in hopes of selling their work and 
engaging with the community. 
Many artists also used the event 
to get inspiration from other 
local creators.
“Since I just started [creating 
art] during the quarantine, it’s 
really nice to be able to meet 
people in the fi eld,” local artist 
Nathaniel Verbeck said. 
During the COVID-19 
pandemic, Verbeck sketched fi ve 
charcoal art pieces portraying his 
interpretation of hands which he 
displayed at his booth. He spent 
time at the event working on his 
fi rst acrylic paint venture using 
wood as a canvas.
In the next booth was 
Kathy Wood, who was selling 
“Robert Graham-style” shirts, 
a high-end dress shirt for men 
known for their busy patterns with 
themes ranging from Halloween 
to Western. 
Wood creates the shirts by 
sewing together patterned fabrics 
that complement each other, now 
with a matching face mask to 
complete the pandemic-chic look.
She was accompanied by her 
model and husband Wayne Wood. 
Because of Wayne Wood’s 
fondness of modeling his wife’s 
creations, the Woods said they 
carry three to four shirts in their car 
in case people ask about his outfi t 
while they’re out in public. 
“We’ve traded shirts for bottles 
of wine before,” Wayne Wood said. 
“And they were good wine too.”
Delilah Bender, a San Francisco 
State studio art sophomore, worked 
on a stop-animation puppet of a 
skin walker while at her booth. A 
skin walker is a Native American 
folk creature, which she reworked 
into an original design to show a 
transition from man to werewolf. 
“I’ve been in a spookier mood,” 
Bender said of her inspiration for 
the skinwalker, “but I’ve always 
been fascinated with monsters.” 
Along the other side of the 
events’ booths, an artist sat on the 
fl oor kneading a beige ball of clay 
on a small wooden board. 
Shayla Putnam, a ceramicist 
and sculptor from San Francisco, 
said she has been a long-time 
participant in South First Fridays. 
Putnam molded clay on the ground 
in a live demonstration of her art.
“Even though [South First 
Fridays] works a bit diff erently 
now, I’m glad we [are] still [able to] 
do a little bit of art,” Putnam said, 
referring to its shift  from previously 
displaying art on the blocked-off 
First Street, to the art walk’s new 
parking lot venue.
Jean-Luc Pedanou displayed 
his new painting series of silver-
metallic paint splatters with 
splashes of primary colors on 
canvases in a back corner of the lot.
As the sky darkened, Pedanou 
set up a silver light fi xture that fi t 
in nicely with his art pieces on the 
table, almost resembling some of 
his other work. “Th is isn’t a piece of 
art,” he said with a laugh.
In regards to the event Pedanou 
said it was nice to be out, “[However, 
the event is] a fraction of what it was 
because of the COVID shut down.”
Inside the Kaleid art gallery, 
which looked and smelled like 
it was preserved from the 1970s, 
loads of art was showcased, from 
wire art to bronze sculptures.
Th e diff erent styles of art all 
under one roof were astounding. 
Art gallery goers could walk away 
with a series of Post-it art or even 
a Van Gogh-style rendition of the 
California coastline using globs of 
paint to create motion. 
With a diminished crowd but 
plenty of art to be seen, South 
First Fridays still delivers a taste 
of San Jose culture with off erings 
from talented local artists of 
all mediums.
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Vintage fl ea market fashion entices a new generation
By Isalia Gallo 
STAFF WRITER
More than 1,500 shoppers 
attended a vintage clothing event 
on Saturday in what used to 
be a bleak lot in East San Jose, 
uniquely bringing together new 
and old generations looking for 
fl amboyant fashion steals.
“Pop-Up San Jose,” hosted 
by 30 diff erent second-hand 
clothing curators, was created 
by vintage vendor Dre Lucero, 
who collaborated with the Boys 
and Girls Club of Silicon Valley, 
a non-profi t youth development 
organization, to organize the 
clothing gathering in San Jose.
Vintage fashion has been 
receiving a lot of attention 
in recent years leading some 
students to collect clothes 
from thrift  stores and yard 
sales and resell them, profi ting 
from the demand for vintage 
clothing goods.
Saccid Tovar, a San Jose 
State public health junior and 
founder of the shop El Jardin 
Vintage, said that this was her 
third vintage market as 
a vendor. Other markets 
she’s attended include the 
So-So Market in Berkeley and 
Pop-Up Indigo Vintage in 
Santa Cruz. 
“When I moved to California 
four years ago, I was kind of 
broke, so I started reselling mainly 
household appliances,” Tovar said. 
“But then a year ago I started El 
Jardin Vintage as a way of making 
extra money but also getting 
creative and having fun.” 
Th e demand for vintage and 
second-hand fashion has been on 
the rise compared to fast fashion, 
a marketing trend that emphasizes 
making apparel quickly and 
cheaply available to consumers, 
according to Merriam-Webster.
H&M, the second biggest fast 
fashion retailer, reported its net 
sales declined by 50% resulting 
in the closure of more than 
500 stores since the coronavirus 
pandemic began.
Zara, one of H&M’s biggest 
competitors, recorded a 
44% sales drop from February 
through April.
According to San Francisco-
based online consignment store 
Th redUp, one of the largest 
online retailers, the secondhand 
market is set to increase by 
$36 billion in sales since 2019 with 
a total increase of $64 billion in 
the next fi ve years.  
“Resale is expected to overtake 
the traditional thrift  and 
donation segment by 2024,” 
Th redUp stated in its 
2020 online report.
Th e same report found 
40% of Generation Z shopped 
for second-hand apparel in 
2019, largely because of more 
awareness and less stigma of 
environmental sustainability.
While second-hand shopping 
may help people save some 
money, vintage clothing has 
become more popular in thrift 
shops and fl ea markets fi lled with 
trendy adolescents.
Lucero said organizers had 
nothing planned three weeks 
before the event, but in the days 
leading up to it he reached out 
to fellow vendors to organize 
“Pop-up San Jose.” 
“In two weeks, [“Pop-up 
San Jose”] ran our Instagram from 
zero to over 1,600 [followers],” 
Lucero said.
With the high demand for pop-
ups and fl ea markets in San Jose, 
vendors and customers traveled to 
bond over vintage collectables.
He said before Saturday, he 
had a feeling the event would be 
successful in bringing the vendor 
community together. 
Th e line at “Pop-up San Jose” 
began to wrap around the block 
hours before the event started 
at 10 a.m.
Lucero said since the line 
was getting so long, organizers 
opened 30 minutes before the 
scheduled opening time.
Th eresa Martin, San Jose 
resident and caregiver for kids at 
Villasport, said she was extremely 
pleased with her experience at 
the event.
“Th e prices were super 
reasonable and I had a lot of steals, 
which I’m very happy about,” 
Martin said.
She said the vendors were great 
people and that the clothes on 
display were really cool.
Many vintage clothing 
community members said they 
are coming together to provide 
local residents with the latest 
trends from various generations.
Daniel Reyes, a University 
of California, Merced alumnus 
and founder of the online shop 
Mf (a)rchive, traveled from 
Berkeley to attend the event and 
said he became a vintage vendor 
aft er thrift ing in high school.
“It’s a business opportunity that 
I can see, and I can bring people 
together with clothes,” Reyes said. 
“Fitting people with the right 
personality and the tee-shirt is one 
of my favorite things to do.”
When I moved to California four years ago, I 
was kind of broke, so I started reselling mainly 
household appliances. But then a year ago I 
started El Jardin Vintage as a way of making 
extra money but also getting creative and 
having fun.
Saccid Tovar
owner of El Jardin Vintage
Artists were pretty well 
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35. A bleaching vat
37. 3 in Roman numerals
38. Decree
41. Tear
42. A kind of macaw





55. Ones who accomplish
59. Fungal diseases of plants








71. God of love
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1. It was (contraction)
2. Wealthy
3. Extraneous









15. French for “Room”
21. Sketch
23. Misfi t







36. Type of sword
39. Prompt
40. An indefi nite period
43. Stiffl y
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U.N. Security Council is stagnant 
Olivia Gerber
STAFF WRITER
ILLUSTRATION BY NICK YBARRA
Th e United Nations 
was designed with a major 
structural fl aw that has 
kept it from evolving 
to fi t the needs of the 
global population.
Th e U.N. is necessary 
because it connects 
international leaders 
and allows them to have 
a platform focused on 
achieving world peace 
and security. 
Despite the good the 
organization does, it’s fatal 
fl aw is in one of its main 
decision-making bodies – 
the Security Council.
Th e current Council 
arrangement is outdated and 
ill fi tting of the current global 
setting because of the veto 
power given to permanent 
member countries. 
According to the United 
Nations’ Charter, the 
council is made up of fi ve 
permanent members that 
were important in the 
aft ermath of World War II: 
the United States, Britain, 
China, France and Russia. 
Global politics have 
drastically evolved since the 
United Nations’ founding in 
1945. Th e fi ve permanent 
members of the Security 
Council are no longer the 
exclusive world powers, and 
the global community has 
diff erent interests in global 
peace that are not rooted in 
proxy wars. 
Th e permanent members 
of the council are focused in 
two regions: North America 
and Europe. Other regions 
are either underrepresented 
like Asia, or not represented 
at all like Africa, Latin 
America and the small 
island developing states.
According to the United 
Nations, more than half of 
global population growth 
between now and 2050 
is expected to occur in 
Africa. Africa has the largest 
number of member states 
in the United Nations, 
yet has no permanent 
representation in the 
Security Council.  
A lack of diverse 
representation in 
permanent members of the 
Security Council, limits its 
ability to respond to threats 
to international peace 
in a way that accurately 
refl ects the needs of the 
global population. 
Th e membership 
distribution of the Security 
Council has changed very 
little since its inception 
in 1945, even though the 
number of U.N. member 
states has almost quadrupled 
since then and the relative 
power of member states has 
changed signifi cantly.
In 1945, when the 
Security Council was 
formed, the United Nations 
included 51 member 
countries. Th ere are now 193 
member countries, but the 
structure of the council and 
the number of permanent 
members has not changed. 
With the current structure 
of the Security Council, 
each permanent member 
has automatic veto power of 
any Security Council action 
and therefore can block any 
other country from being a 
permanent member of the 
Security Council.
Th e permanent members 
frequently use and perhaps 
abuse this veto power. 
According to the United 
Nations Library’s veto 
list, 293 Security Council 
vetoes have been recorded 
since 1945.
Eff orts to expand the 
permanent membership 
of the Council to include 
countries that have emerged 
as powerful global actors 
since the end of WWII 
such as India, Japan and 
Germany, have been 
hindered because of the 
members’ veto power. For 
every country that seeks a 
permanent seat, one of the 
fi ve permanent members 
blocks its eff orts with a veto. 
According to a World 
Aff airs Journal article 
published in 2007, Japan is 
the second largest fi nancial 
contributor to the U.N. aft er 
the U.S. However, China 
continuously votes against 
the country from becoming 
a permanent member on the 
Security Council. If Japan 
were to be established as one 
of the permanent members, 
China would no longer 
be the sole permanent 
representative from Asia 
and would have to contend 
with Japan, a historic rival. 
Because of vetoes 
from permanent Security 
Council members, the 
Council’s actions to 
maintain international 
peace and security have 
been unsatisfactory.
Multiple humanitarian 
crises occurred because of 
a lack of action from the 
Security Council. 
One of the more notable 
cases is the Rwandan 
genocide. According to 
a 1999 Security Council 
Report, the council’s 
refusal to strengthen the 
peacekeeping forces in 
the country led to the loss 
of over 800,000 lives. Th e 
report called the genocide “a 
failure of the United Nations 
system as a whole.”
Th e existence of the veto 
power has allowed the fi ve 
permanent members to 
focus the actions of the 
Security Council on their 
own members interests and 
ignore the rest of the world.
Although the United 
Nations is still needed, it 
needs to undergo a drastic 
redistribution of power to 
achieve a more nuanced 
picture of the global 
community with current 
powers represented.
Follow Olivia on Twitter
@LivGerber
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It feels like a lifetime, but 
it was only six years ago that 
the San Francisco Giants 
won a World Series title and 
four years since their last 
MLB playoffs appearance.
A team once considered 
a dynasty for winning three 
World Series titles from 
2010 to 2014,  marked its 
fourth consecutive losing 
season after finishing the 
shortened 2020 MLB season 
with a 29-31 record. 
The Giants almost snuck 
into the playoffs but they fell 
short after a one-run loss 
to the San Diego Padres in 
the final game of the season. 
While this season may have 
been a step in the right 
direction, San Francisco still 
has a lot of work to do.
The downfall of the Giants 
can be attributed to their 
lack of young prospects, 
inconsistent batting and 
weak pitching. 
In 2019, the Giants 
suffered from short-sighted 
goals resulting in having the 
oldest roster in the league. 
The average age for the team 
was more than 30 years old 
according to a 2019 ESPN 
article. While the roster has 
gotten younger since then, 
this season the Giants were 
ranked No. 8 in average age 
according to Statista, a online 
business data platform. This 
makes the team still one of 
the oldest in the league. 
Part of this problem 
is nostalgia from those 
championship teams. 
On opening day this 
season, the Giants had six 
members that were part of at 
least one of the three World 
Series-winning teams or part 
of the 2016 playoff run. This 
seems like a small number, 
but the lack of production 
from those players 
was glaring.
Consequently, by the 
end of the season the 
Giants released two pillars 
of those championship 
teams: Pablo Sandoval and 
Hunter Pence. Sandoval 
batted an average of .220 and 
Pence batted .096, far from 
their all-star numbers. 
Other older players on 
the team include Brandon 
Belt and Brandon Crawford 
who had just 9 and 8 home 
runs respectively, not even 
cracking the MLB top 40 for 
homeruns. Pitchers Johnny 
Cueto and Jeff Samardzija 
also underperformed by 
having a combined ERA of 
7.56 in 16 starts. An ERA is 
the number of earned runs a 
pitcher gives up per 9 innings 
pitched, so in short they 
gave up so many runs 
they cost the Giants 
several games. 
Sentimentality for legacy 
not only cost the Giants on 
the field, but it also led the 
team to bring up only one 
of their top 10 prospects 
this year in Joey Bart who 
batted an average of .233 in 
103 at bats. 
The Giants also struggled 
with inconsistent batting.
According to Baseball 
Reference.com, in 2018, they 
were second to last in home 
runs with 133 and second to 
last in runs. In 2019, they 
were fifth to last with 167 
home runs and third to last 
in runs.
This season they made 
a significant jump, ranking 
No. 13 in home runs and 
No. 8 in runs. However, this 
season was only 60 games, 
compared to the usual 162. 
The Giants hoped that 
acquiring third baseman 
Evan Longoria back in 2017 
would put them back on 
track and according to a 2017 
ESPN article, the trade for 
Longoria was expected to pay 
off immediately.
According to a 2017 
MLB.com article, “Longoria 
was owed $81 million 
through ’22 with a 
$13 million team option 
for  ’23, and he will receive 
a $2 million bonus for 
being traded.”
Before becoming a Giant, 
Longoria was a decorated 
and established player for 
the Tampa Bay Rays. He 
was a rookie of the year, a 
three-time all star, a three-
time golden glove winner, 
a defensive player of the 
year and a home run 
derby participant. 
However, with the Giants, 
Longoria has yet to bat over 
an average of .254 and his 
20 home runs in 2019 didn’t 
even put him in the top 100 
of home run leaders. 
Pitching is also not what 
it used to be. The days of 
a back-to-back Cy Young 
winner and strike-out leader 
like Tim Lincecum are long 
gone and the Giants have yet 
to acquire any resemblance of 
such talent.
2014 World Series MVP 
Madison Bumgarner 
signed with the Arizona 
Diamondbacks in 
2019 and led to the Giants’ 
weak pitching rotation. 
San Francisco finished the 
2020 season with a team ERA 
of 4.64 and ranked No. 18 in 
the league. 
Bumgarner also had the 
lowest ERA on the team 
for three out of four years 
since 2016. 
Since making the playoffs 
in 2016, the Giants have yet to 
solve their pitching struggles 
by not breaking through the 
MLB’s top 10 in team ERA in 
any of those years. 
The Giants have been in 
limbo for some time now, 
trying to find an identity 
and direction. While recent 
seasons have been bleak, 
hopefully Giants fans won’t 
have to wait another 56 years 
to win the World Series again.
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brought to our attention. 
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send an email to 
spartandaily@gmail.com.
EDITORIAL POLICY
Columns are the opinion of 
individual writers and not 
that of the Spartan Daily. 
Editorials refl ect the majority 
opinion of the Editorial Board, 






Letters to the Editor may be placed in the letters to the 
editor box in the Spartan Daily offi  ce in Dwight Bentel 
Hall, Room 209 or emailed to spartandaily@gmail.com to 
the attention of the Spartan Daily Opinion Editor.
Letters to the Editor must contain the author’s name, 
year and major. Letters become property of the Spartan 
Daily and may be edited for clarity, grammar, libel and 
length. Only letters of 300 words or less will be considered 
for publication. 
Published opinions and advertisements do not nec-
essarily refl ect the views of the Spartan Daily, the School 
of Journalism and Mass Communication or SJSU. Th e 
Spartan Daily is a public forum. 
Have a story idea?
Contact us at
spartandaily@gmail.com.
The downfall of the Giants 
can be attributed to their 
lack of young prospects, 
inconsistent batting and 
weak pitching. 
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Giants trying to look past nostalgia
